COMMUNITY SERVICE AGENCY (CSA):
Quasi-governmental agencies which contract with the Department of Children's Services to provide needed services to families and children within the community. Each region within the Department of Children's Services is served by a different CSA.
COURT: Chancery, circuit, or general sessions court, including juvenile, probate and criminal court. Often the term Acourt@ is used interchangeably with Ajudge@ or Areferee,@ as in the statement, AThe lawyer presented evidence to the Court.@ CUSTODIAN: Person, other than legal guardian or parents, who takes on the role of parent to the child or person to whom temporary legal custody has been given by order of the court. T.C.A. ' 37-1-102(7).
CUSTODY:
Control and actual physical care of the child; includes the right and responsibility to provide for physical, mental, moral and emotional well being of the child. Custody does not exist by virtue of mere physical possession of the child. T.C.A. ' 37-1-102(8).
DATE OF FOSTER CARE PLACEMENT:
The original date on which the child is physically placed in foster care. T.C.A. § 37-2-402.
DCS:
Department of Children's Services. The administrative agency in Tennessee that provides care and services to children in foster care and to children who are at risk of entering foster care. DCS strives to protect children from abuse and neglect; to provide prevention, early intervention, rehabilitative and educational services; to pursue appropriate and effective behavioral and mental health treatment; and to ensure that health care needs are met. T.C.A. ' 37-5-102.
DELINQUENT CHILD:
A child who has committed an act which would be considered a crime if committed by an adult, and is in need of treatment or rehabilitation.
DEPENDENT AND NEGLECTED CHILD:
A child subject to the jurisdiction of the court because of abuse or neglect. T.C.A. ' 37-1-102(12). See Child Dependency.
DIRECT REFERRAL:
Process by which a foster care review board identifies an urgent issue that constitutes a risk of harm to the child or is a deterrent to reaching the permanency goal and brings it to the attention of the juvenile court. T.C.A. ' 37-2-406(c)(1)(B).
DISPARATE TREATMENT:
Differential treatment based upon a person's race, color, religion, sex, national origin, or disability.
DISPOSITION/DISPOSITIONAL HEARING:
The stage of the juvenile court process in which, after finding that a child is within the jurisdiction of the court, the court determines who shall have temporary custody of the child. Evidentiary standards are relaxed.
DUE PROCESS:
A course of legal proceedings that enforce and protect individual rights; typically refers to adequate notice of all court proceedings, the right to be represented by an attorney and opportunity to be heard.
EMANCIPATED:
A legal term referring to a person who turns 18 years of age, or a person under the age of 18 who is totally self-supporting, as recognized by the court.
FLEX FUNDS:
Funds provided through the Department of Children's Services to provide support services to children and families involved with the child welfare system.
FOSTER CARE: Temporary placement of a child in the custody of the Department of Children=s Services for care outside the home of child=s parents or guardian. Foster care ceases when the child is placed with individual(s) for purposes of adoption, or when petition to adopt is filed, or when the child is returned to or placed in care of the parents or relative. T.C.A. ' 37-2-402(5).
FOSTER CARE REVIEW BOARD:
A board of citizen volunteers appointed by the juvenile court to periodically review foster care cases. It serves the quasi-judicial function of advising the court concerning the status of the permanency process of each child in foster care. Depending upon the jurisdiction, the board may review the cases of delinquents and status offenders in addition to abused and neglected children.
FOSTER PARENT:
A person who has been trained to provide full-time temporary out-of-home care for children who cannot remain in their own home. T.C.A. ' 36-1-102(21). See FOSTER CARE.
GUARDIAN: Person or entity, other than the parent of a child, appointed by a court as guardian as a result of surrender, parental consent, or termination of parental rights. The rights of a guardian of a minor child must be terminated by surrender or court action before an order of adoption can be entered. T.C.A. ' 36-1-102(22)(C). Complete guardianship occurs only when all parental rights have been surrendered or terminated. T.C.A. ' 36-1-102(23)(C)(I). Partial guardianship occurs pursuant to an order terminating less than all parental rights. T.C.A. ' 36-1-1102(23)(D)(ii).
GUARDIAN AD LITEM:
In juvenile court, an attorney appointed by the court to represent the best interests of a child. See Tenn. Sup. Ct. Rule 40.
HOMETIES:
A 4 -6 week intensive program of services within the home intended to preserve the family and to prevent removal of the child from the home.
ICWA: Indian Child Welfare Act. Federal legislation aimed at protecting the best interests of American Indian children and promoting the stability and security of American Indian tribes and families. Established minimum federal standards for the removal of American Indian children from their families and the placement of such children in foster or adoptive homes that reflect the unique values of American Indian culture, and provided for assistance to American Indian tribes in the operation of child and family service programs. (P.L. 95-608)
INDEPENDENT LIVING ACT or FOSTER CARE INDEPENDENCE ACT:
Also referred to as the John H. Chafee Foster Care Independence Program, increases funds to states to assist youths in making the transition from foster care to independent living; recognizes the need for special help for children ages 18 to 21who have already left foster care; offers states greater flexibility in designing programs to help foster children achieve independence; and establishes accountability for states in implementing those programs. (P.L. 106-169.) 
